WORLD  GOVERNMENT
advanced for public opinion. The Manchester Guardian,
Yorkshire Post, and the other provincial papers gave the
letter great prominence and published it under the double
column heading 'Federate or Perish*, and a week later all
the Indian papers gave it under the same heading. I
followed it up in many leading articles in the ensuing
years, and also addressed numerous meetings. It was soon
evident that the idea appealed strongly to the Indian mind.
Congress leaders began to refer to it in their speeches and
to explain that though they claimed complete independence
.of Britain they would be willing to enter a world federa-
tion. I discussed the idea with Mahatma Gandhi who
said that to him it was entirely novel, but he accepted it at
once as the true ideal. In 1942 World Government
appeared in the election manifesto of the Congress, and in
the 1946 elections this was repeated.
Meanwhile the same ferment was working in the mind
of an American journalist. In November 1938, i.e. soon
after 'Munich', I addressed the Indian Institute of Inter-
national affairs on the subject and the Institute circulated
the address abroad in pamphlet form. At Chatham House,
the London headquarters, Lionel Curtis, who had long had
the vision of a worldwide Civitas Dei, read it, and as he was
then in touch with Clarence Streit, who was writing a book
(Union Now) designed to bring the Idea of an Atlantic
Union into practical politics, he sent on to me the proofs of
Streit's book as soon as they reached him. The result was
that when Union Now appeared early in the following year
I was in a position to bring it prominently to the notice of
the Indian public on the date of publication. Union Now
had a remarkable influence on American and British public
opinion. But for it, it is possible that Mr. Churchill's
famous offer of common citizenship to France would not
have been made, and to-day Streit's idea of an Atlantic
Union is being vigorously revived. In Canada Mr. Saint
Laurent advocates it strongly. In 1941 Streit followed up
his first book with Union Now-with Britain, and I had
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